
When Charter Schools were first 
started in this state they were called 
Ȱ%ØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ 3ÃÈÏÏÌÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ ÉÄÅÁ 
was that, freed by waivers from the 
restrictions and burdens of large 
central administration offices, small 
groups of teachers, parents and stu-
dents work together far more effi-
ciently to identify learning needs of 
individual students, and in the spirit 
of a noble experiment, creatively 
change and adjust methodology and 
programming to meet those needs. 
We are holding close to the notion 
ÏÆ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÓ ÁÎ Ȱ%ØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÁÌ 
3ÃÈÏÏÌȱ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÓ ×Å ÂÅÇÉÎ ÄÅÅÐ 
dialogue amongst faculty, govern-
ing council and community on what 
we mean when we talk about stu-
dent achievement, how we assess 
and account for our educational ex-
periment, and how we can best 
serve learners in a changing world.  
In the ongoing adventure of growing 
a school, it is imperative that we re-
turn to the fundamental questions 
that anchor us in common purpose-
fulness and inspire each of us to, as 
Educational Philosopher Paulo 
&ÒÅÉÒÅ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȟ ȰÄÅÁÌ ÃÒÉÔÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÁÎÄ 

creatively with reality and discover 
how to participate in the transfor-
ÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒÌÄȢȱ 

!Ó ÙÏÕ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ 
look and listen for the threads of 
excellence that tie together the 
great experiment that is Crestone 
Charter School. Our aim is not sim-
ply academic mastery. When 
founded twelve years ago, our Gov-
erning Council anchored our pro-
gram in a set of enduring values that 

include the following goals for stu-
ÄÅÎÔÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ Ȱ%ÎÄÓ 0ÏÌÉȤ
ÃÉÅÓȱɂÔÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÅÎÄ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓȱ ×Å 
strive to help students manifest at 
the conclusion of their learning 
process at CCS: 

» Environmental Awareness 

» Social Skills 

» Academic Skills 

» Health and Fitness 

» Self-Awareness 
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View more pictures and stories on the web: 
http://crestonecharter.blogspot.com  

By Kathryn Brady, Director 


